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Halloween Dog Parade celebrates pups spooky and sweet
AUDREY BAKER
NEWS EDITOR

On Monday afternoon, over 30
dogs belonging to Kenyon students,
staff and other Gambier community
members gathered on Middle Path to
show off their Halloween costumes
and enjoy tasty treats in Epsilon Delta
Mu’s (EDM) Halloween Dog Parade.
Hundreds of students lined Middle
Path to watch the dogs — who were
dressed in costumes ranging from
lobsters to dinosaurs to superheroes
— proceed from downtown Gambier
to Old Kenyon, stopping for dog treats
and copious amounts of petting. Following the procession, Professor of
Music Benjamin Locke, Director of
First Year Experience Don Miller and
Associate Professor of Psychology
Andrew Engell gave out awards to
dogs including “Best Dressed,” “Best
Wag” and “Looks Most Like Owner.”
It was EDM’s second time hosting the Dog Parade, which was a
success in the spring 2022 semester.
This time, they turned the event into
a fundraiser, selling dog treats and
candy in Peirce in the days leading
up to Halloween. They raised almost
$500 for the Dogs of Knox Fund,
which supports the dogs of the Knox
County Animal Shelter and is entirely funded by donations.
“It brought us all so much joy to
support a great cause alongside our
heartwarming event. It was so [exciting] to see everyone’s faces light up as
over 30 dogs processed down Middle
Path,” EDM Vice President Libby
Foley ’24 wrote in an email to the Collegian.
Seven lucky dogs were awarded
certificates for their accomplishments. It was the second EDM Dog
Parade win for Fafner, the dog of
Dance, Drama and Film Technical
Director Christopher Ellsworth ’96.

More than 30 dogs participated in the parade sponsored by Epsilon Delta Mu. | BRITTANY LIN
Last year, he won “Best Name;” this
year, the judges awarded him “Best
Bark.”
“I’m sorry to say neither of our
dogs were in a costume. Wrestling
two 60-pound plus dogs into costumes didn’t seem like it would be a
fun time, so we didn’t even try,” Ellsworth wrote in an email to the Collegian.
This year, the “Best Name” award

went to 10-week-old pug Blueberry Cobbler — “Blue” for short. Her
owner, Visiting Assistant Professor
of Studio Art Charlotte Woolf, said
that Blue’s name and that of her sister,
Peach Cobbler, were inspired by her
grandmother’s cobbler recipe.
“Blue had a blast dressing up as a
bumble bee (and me as a flower), eating the most treats she’s ever had and
walking on Middle Path for the first

time. Blue even took a little Middle
Path tumble, so now she is a true Kenyon dog,” Woolf wrote in an email
to the Collegian.
Vice President of Student Affairs
Celestino Limas thought that the parade was a great opportunity to bring
Gambier residents together. “There’s
something wonderful about pets, especially for students, when a lot of you
have them at home, and you’re maybe

missing them. It’s just one more way,
I think, to feel a little bit more connected to the community,” Limas
said.
Acting President Jeff Bowman
also enjoyed the event. “There were a
lot of people out there really enjoying
themselves, and I thought there were
a lot of really strong dogs out there. I
thought there was a really good canine presence.”

Kenyon to launch new mental health service before break
HANNAH DOURGARIAN
NEWS EDITOR

On Nov. 16, Kenyon will adopt
the My Student Support Program
(My SSP), a mental health support service, for the Kenyon community. ProtoCall and TalkSpace
will still be available to students
for the first week that My SSP is
implemented before the College
transitions completely to the new
program. According to Senior
Director of Wellness Chris Smith,
My SSP will better align with Kenyon’s 2021-2025 Strategic Plan,
as it will provide a greater variety
of ways for students to connect
with mental health counselors

than the previous resources did.
My SSP, ProtoCall and TalkSpace are mental health support services paid for by the Cox
Health and Counseling Center
to complement its existing mental health resources. The College originally learned about My
SSP through the Association of
University & College Counseling Center Directors, a professional community committed
to educating about and advocating for collegiate mental health.
The College decided during the
spring of 2022 to transition from
ProtoCall and Talkspace to My
SSP in order to provide a resource
that would allow students to engage with counselors in a number

of different ways. These efforts
toward increased accessibility,
along with other recent developments such as a new partnership
with the JED Foundation, represent the College’s commitment to
the health and well-being of the
Kenyon community.
My SSP is a confidential,
24/7 mental health support service that is available to students
via phone call or live text chat
through an app. Students will be
able to easily connect with professionally trained counselors, and
faculty and staff can consult with
counselors about how to best provide support to students who are
struggling. The app also includes
a digital library of content related

to health and well-being.
My SSP is better suited to support the health and well-being
of the Kenyon community than
ProtoCall or TalkSpace because
it will offer a greater variety of
means for students to receive
support, according to Smith.
While My SSP allows students
to call or message a counselor,
ProtoCall offers only phone communication, and TalkSpace offers
only asynchronous text-based
support. My SSP will also be
available in English, Mandarin,
Cantonese, French and Spanish,
unlike ProtoCall and TalkSpace
which were available also in English. “We hope that students will
find help to be more accessible

due to the multiple languages offered and the mobile app chat option,” Smith wrote in an email to
the Collegian.
Like with ProtoCall, Campus
Safety will be able to connect
students to My SSP when they
call the campus emergency line.
“Protocol has been a great source
for students after hours or when
the students don’t need a full personal counseling session. However, the .... texting, voice calls, a
hybrid of the two and expanded
language capabilities sound like
some features that will really encourage students to use it,” Director of Campus Safety Michael
Sweazey wrote in an email to the
Collegian.
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K-SWOC rally raises awareness for health and safety issues
GRIFFIN MEYER
STAFF WRITER

On Oct. 28, the Kenyon
Student Worker Organizing
Committee (K-SWOC) held a
“Rally for Health and Dignity”
outside of Gund Gallery. According to K-SWOC, 95 people
attended the event, many of
whom held signs with statistics regarding sexual assault
and rates of depression on Kenyon’s campus.
In an email advertising the
rally to the student body, as
well as in their recently released “Health & Safety Addendum” to “Brackett’s Path,”
K-SWOC claims that since
Brackett B. Denniston III
started his tenure, Kenyon has
removed multiple peer support
services, such as Peer Counselors, Sexual Misconduct Advisors, Sexual Respect Peer
Alliance and Beer and Sex Advisors. The results of a 2019
HEDS Sexual Assault Campus
Climate Survey indicated that
the percentage of Kenyon students who have been sexually
assaulted increased from 9.8%
in 2015 to 18% in 2019. The addendum says that in that same
2019 survey, “the number of
students that had been assaulted at Kenyon was 80% greater
than [the number] at comparable, small peer institutions.”
The addendum also argues
that there is a lack of mental
health resources available to
students, including limited
staff at the Cox Health and
Counseling Center. The lack

of resources has corresponded
with a jump in the prevalence
of mental health problems on
campus, so much so that, according to the results of the
2021 Healthy Minds Survey,
19% of Kenyon students experienced suicidal ideation in
the year prior. K-SWOC also
claims in the email that Kenyon has yet to spend 22% or
$470,783.88 of its student portion of federal funds provided
as part of the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund.
Anabel Barnett ’23 spoke
at the rally about her personal experience with assault and
how the College has continuously failed to support her, especially in the Office for Civil
Rights. “Kenyon did and has
done nothing to assure my
safety nor my health throughout my entire four years here.
I am gravely disappointed in
the College for failing to protect me and failing to protect
the people I love that surround
me, the people that have gone
through the same thing and
are going through the same
thing as I,” she said. “I’ve never felt more disrespected and
dehumanized than I did in
the midst of [the Title IX] process.” She further condemned
the College for prioritizing
its own interests over student
safety and wellbeing. “Students know that the people
employed under the guise of
helping us here are really only
hired to protect the College.”
Former Kenyon student
Gavin Trautman reiterated Barnett’s notion that the

College does not care about
its students. At the rally, he
spoke about his experience
as a first year at Kenyon during the 2021-22 school year.
He shared how the College
failed to support or demonstrate concern for his health
during his year at Kenyon,
noting that he was unable to
get into any of the classes he
wanted besides those early
in the morning, experienced
persistent sleep deprivation as
a result and constantly felt ill
from mold in McBride. “Kenyon would have ruined my life
if I had come back as a sophomore,” he said.
Although he did not attend
the rally, Acting President Jeff
Bowman acknowledged that
K-SWOC is raising awareness of important issues on
campus. “I think the addendum gets it right that people
should be paying attention to
this and that there are things
to be concerned about with
regard to the mental health of
students on campus and with
regard to sexual assault,” he
said. He claimed the College is
taking action regarding these
issues. “[The statistics cited in
the addendum are] one of the
reasons that wellness is one of
the priorities of the Strategic
Plan.” Priority II of the College’s 2021-2025 Strategic Plan
is to better support student
health and wellness, specifically to recognize and address
the mental health challenges
many students have faced in
the aftermath of the pandemic.

HANNAH DOURGARIAN

CORRECTION
In last week’s article “Mount Vernon pottery shop offers weekly classes and affordable prices,” we incorrectly stated that Bill Jones and
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Students disturbed by mice sightings in Hanna Hall

The Maintenance department set mouse traps on Monday morning. | HANNAH DOURGARIAN
HANNAH DOURGARIAN
NEWS EDITOR

Several Hanna Hall residents experienced one last Halloween scare
Monday morning when they witnessed
mice scurrying through the secondf loor hallway and into students’ rooms.
Though Maintenance Department staff
have since placed wooden snap traps in
the hall, it is still unknown where the
rodents went, if they are still alive or
whether or not they will be seen again.
Saurav Pandey ’23, the Community
Advisory (CA) for second- and thirdf loor Hanna residents, was the first
person to encounter a mouse, when
one ran under the crack of his bedroom door around 7:20 a.m. as he was
getting dressed to leave for the Lowry
Center. “It came in so fast. It wasn’t like
squeezing, squeezing, squeezing, and
then it came out, otherwise I would
[have had] time to act immediately,”
he said. “It just came in like that, as if
the space was too big for it, and then I

was so frightened when I first saw it.”
The mouse ran across Pandey’s
room and underneath his bed before it
emerged and terrified him again as he
scrambled to call Campus Safety. “That
made me freak out even more,” he said.
“I was talking calmly when it came out,
and then [it] approached towards me,
my voice intensity also increased, and
then I just told them, ‘Can you please
send Maintenance quickly?’”
The mouse darted so quickly around
Pandey’s room that he lost track of
where it went. When Maintenance staff
came to address the issue, they moved
around furniture and boxes in an effort
to find the mouse but were unsuccessful. They resolved to place two wooden,
spring-loaded bar mouse traps in Pandey’s room, where they remained for
only a few hours before a mouse was
reported by residents in another room
down the hall. “Maintenance knocked
on my door and they said that they got
a phone call from another room,” Pandey said. “Then they were like, ‘Can
we take out the mousetraps from your

room and put [them] in the hallway instead? Because it’s now become more
like a communal problem.’”
Also around 9 a.m, Chiara Rothenberg ’25 was walking from their room
to the bathroom when they, too, spotted a mouse scampering from door to
door. Whether or not these incidents
included the same mouse or multiple
remains unclear, and residents have
expressed anxiety about the many unknowns of the situation. “I’ve been a
little bit concerned every time I leave
the room. I’m like, ‘Oh, I gotta be on the
lookout for a mouse, I guess, to make
sure it doesn’t get into our room and
make sure I’m not walking by a mouse
caught in the mousetrap,’” Rothenberg
said. “I do not want to walk by a decapitated mouse.”
The two traps were ultimately
moved to more discreet locations on
Tuesday morning, according to Associate Director of Housing and Operations Josh Kusch, so as not to cause
alarm if a mouse were to be caught and
killed. Besides the traps, Maintenance

staff also plugged a small, electronic
rodent-repellent device into an outlet
in the middle of the second f loor hallway to release high-frequency sounds
that drive mice away.
Rothenberg acknowledged that despite the unfortunate decision, they
believe the College handled the incident well, though they are still unsure
of where the situation stands due to the
lack of communication. “I think the
measures that were taken were pretty
appropriate,” they said. “I would love
to know, like What happened? Is there
still a mouse in our building? Did it get
trapped or did it escape? What’s the
status?”
Although the reasons why mice have
only been reported on the second f loor
of Hanna remain unclear, Pandey suspects that they were attracted to food
in the hallway trash cans. Like Rothenberg, Pandey finds the lack of information about the origins and whereabouts
of the mouse unsettling. “I wish there
was some security camera footage, and
someone would just have to see the
video in detail and figure out when exactly the mice came into the room,” he
said.
Assistant Manager of Facilities Services Tom Pf leiderer noted that the
mice were likely looking for food and
warm shelter and were able to reach
the second f loor by accessing the interior of walls, ducts and pipes. Kusch
agreed and emphasized that a few mice
entering buildings during this time of
year is normal. “In this area in Ohio,
as the temperatures change from warm
outside to cold outside, all the things
that live outside want to find the warm
inside,” he said. “[We’re] not seeing an
infestation.”
In order to prevent more mice from
entering the building, Pf leiderer recommends that students keep their living spaces clean and throw away their
trash in designated locations. In the
meantime, Kusch assures students that
this will likely not be an ongoing problem as the transition from warm to
cold weather ends. “We’re going to find
the ones that are inside, they’re going
to find other places outside and hunker down for the winter, and so I don’t
anticipate that that would extend into
other times,” he said.

Board of Trustees discusses sustainability at fall meeting
AMELIA CARNELL
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Last Thursday and Friday, the College’s Board of Trustees came to campus for their fall meeting. The Board’s
meetings are not open to the public, but
what they discussed was shared with
campus in a report published Wednesday morning. The Board discussed a
variety of topics, including Kenyon’s
commitments to carbon neutrality and
environmental literacy, and took part
in a ceremony dedicating the new West
Quad.
The Board of Trustees, which currently has 31 members, meets three
times a year, with meetings on campus typically taking place in October
and April. The Board is organized into
three large committees: the Campus

and Finance Committee, the Student
Experience Committee and the Kenyon
and the World Committee.
According to Acting President Jeff
Bowman, the meetings focused on the
priorities of the 2021-2025 Strategic
Plan, especially sustainability commitments. This was the focus of the plenary meeting, which the entire Board
took part in. “It’s a priority that sort of
cuts across a bunch of different parts
of the College,” Bowman explained.
“It includes the business about carbon neutrality that is sort of about
our buildings, and whether the lights
are on or off, and where our power is
coming from, and carbon sequestration that is about our physical plant.
But it also includes things that are curricular, things like the environmental
studies program. So this presentation

to the entire board was about how these
different things connect to each other.”
On the same theme, the Board’s
Campus and Finance Committee discussed Kenyon’s commitment to reach
carbon neutrality by 2040 and reviewed
an initial report from Ever-Green Energy (the company creating a decarbonization master plan for the College).
The Kenyon and the World Committee discussed another priority laid out
in the strategic plan — increasing the
size of the student body. “They were
largely focused on admissions and enrollment,” Bowman said. “[They were]
thinking a little bit about how different
parts of the strategic plan that we adopted a year and a half ago would resonate with prospective students.”
Finally, the Student Experience
Committee spent their meeting dis-

cussing Kenyon’s diversity, equity and
inclusion (DEI) efforts. “They were
mainly focused on belonging, on DEI
initiatives, health and counseling and
things that we’re doing there and a little bit on how those efforts are articulated in the academic program,” Bowman said. “They had a couple of faculty
members presenting to them thoughts
about pedagogical models that are inclusive and foster belonging.”
The Board’s visit ended with a small
dedication ceremony for the buildings
on the West Quad. Attendees included
donors to the West Quad project and
honorees including President Emeritus
Robert Oden, for whom Oden Hall is
named. According to Bowman, there
will be a larger public event in the
spring after the social science departments have moved into Oden Hall.
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Poll shows students support raising Student Activity Fee
SOPHIE PECK
STAFF WRITER

On Sunday, Student Council met
to go over officer reports, BFC funding requests and the results of the
Student Activity Fee poll, which
leaned toward raising the amount.
The Council also voted to approve
the formation of two new organizations — Disabled Chronically Ill Student Community Organization (DISCO) and Birding Club.
One of the main items on the
agenda was the outcome of the Student Activity Fee poll sent out the
week prior. Student Council Ad-

ministrative Advisor Brian Janssen
said that the poll garnered 304 total
votes, with the largest portion of the
votes (42.76%) going to the reinstatement of the $150 amount. The $175
inf lation-adjusted amount received
37.17% of the votes, while the current
$125 amount received 20.07%. “Moving forward, Student Council executives and others will continue to discuss what the recommendation will
be,” Janssen said. Ultimately, it is up
to the Board of Trustees to determine
the fee.
The Council also heard proposals
from DISCO and Birding Club. Hannah Sussman ’25 founded DISCO to
create a community space for students dealing with disabilities and

chronic illnesses. Sussman pitched
DISCO as an organization that can
work alongside the Cox Health and
Counseling Center, Student Support
Ser vices and the Office of Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion to provide assistance where needed and facilitate
relationships between disabled and
chronically ill students. “Our goal is
to envision and build paths toward a
more inclusive and accessible Kenyon
College,” Sussman said.
Following the unanimous approval of DISCO, the Council heard from
Birding Club leaders Adrian Lee ’25,
Isoo O’Brien ’25 and Aidan Cullen
’26. The group has already amassed
an impressive distribution list of over
50 interested birders. The club will

be open to birders of all skills and is
looking to host events with the Brown
Family Environmental Center. “Birdwatching has this weird connotation
as being not serious,” said Lee. “Birding is stepping it up a notch.”
The Council also took some time
to discuss a few of the week ’s accomplishments. Vice President of Diversity and Inclusion Khue Tran ’25
praised the success of the Source’s
winter clothing drive, and Student
Council President Ubongabasi Asuquo ’23 gave a shout out to the cast
and crew of The Rocky Horror Picture
Show. Many officers highlighted upcoming events in the semester, such
as Senior Soiree on Nov. 11 and the
vaccine clinic on Nov. 3.

Chief justice candidate Jennifer Brunner visits Knox County
RACHEL BOTKIN
STAFF WRITER

With Election Day fast approaching, nominees on the ballot are doing
their best to encourage voter turnout
and strengthen their political positions. In Ohio, Justice Jennifer Brunner, who is running for chief justice of
the Ohio Supreme Court, has begun
a statewide tour to encourage voter
turnout. This tour has been termed
the “Ohio Justice Tour,” with Brunner visiting almost seventy counties
within Ohio, including Knox County,
to discuss her platform.
Brunner, who is running as a Dem-

ocrat, has been a justice on the Ohio
Supreme Court since 2020. She is now
running for the position of chief justice against Republican Justice Sharon Kennedy.
Brunner’s Ohio Justice Tour began
on Oct. 24, two weeks before Election
Day, with Brunner visiting multiple
counties per day. She visited Mount
Vernon on Oct. 29 at a backyard gathering hosted by Associate Director of
Advancement Communications Luisa Gantt and her family. Around 30
people attended the event and had the
opportunity to ask questions. Brunner discussed the goals she intends
to implement once she is in office. In
particular, she intends to examine the
inf luence of systemic racism within

the criminal justice system. This will
include the implementation of a criminal sentencing database, a comprehensive list of felony conviction data,
which will be publically available and
could be used to identify any inequitable patterns that occur as a result
of racist bias and encourage uniform
sentencing.
Furthermore, Brunner emphasized
the importance of rural communities,
particularly when it comes to supporting pandemic recovery efforts.
As Brunner is an Ohio native from
Springfield, her platform has placed
great importance on maintaining current rural culture while also advocating for environmental conservation
and combating the opioid crisis.

Even with a boost from her Ohio
Justice Tour, Brunner still faces a
tough race. The Ohio Supreme Court
has traditionally had a strong Republican leaning, with four of the seven
seats currently occupied by Republicans. As Ohio voters have leaned Republican for the past two presidential
elections, Democrats running for the
Ohio Supreme Court this midterm
election face additional pressure.
Brunner plans to continue visiting various counties in the state of
Ohio up until Election Day on Nov.
8, when Ohio residents will have the
opportunity to vote for the next chief
justice. Whether Brunner’s statewide
tour will affect voter turnout remains
to be seen.
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A lights-off conversation with national sex experts in Rosse
MADELEINE MAGILL
FEATURES EDITOR

Armed with glow sticks and
questions about sex, students
gathered in Rosse Hall the evening of Oct. 27 for an immersive lights-off conversation with
two national sex experts, Lindsay Fram and Marshall Miller.
As hookups increasingly characterize the social fabric of college
campuses in the United States,
the Sex Wellness Club anticipated the need for more sex education at Kenyon. Hosting “Sex in
the Dark” fit the bill perfectly.
Audience members were able
to maintain their privacy at the
event by submitting their questions live through an anonymous
online platform, Wooclap. Queries with the most upvotes from
students received priority in the
discussion, with topics ranging
from sex tips and consent to selfcare pointers and body positivity.
Students learned from the experts that the female orgasm isn’t
a myth — it just takes patience.
For a person with a vagina, it
takes on average 20 minutes of
direct stimulation during partnered sex to orgasm, while it
takes a person with a penis two to
five minutes to do so. The experts
further emphasized that, though
not impossible, the probability of
pregnancy from pre-ejaculate is
highly exaggerated in common
discourse.

Students adorned with glow sticks | COURTESY OF
JESSE LEENER
Body positivity was a recurring theme at “Sex in the Dark.”
Several students asked for advice
on how to feel more confident
in their body, especially when
it comes to being vulnerable in
front of another person. Fram
suggested the audience members
practice giving compliments to
their bodies in front of a mirror
every day. She also addressed the
shameful way in which society
talks about vaginas. “If there’s
one thing you remember me saying tonight, it is that your vagina is practically perfect exactly
the way that it is,” she said. “You
know what? Let me amend that.
Your vagina is perfect.”
One student asked, “What if
you’re queer and you don’t know
whether or not someone else is?”
Miller responded that there are
lots of ways to navigate the pro-

cess of trying to gauge if a potential partner is also interested:
“One is to be sort of super ‘out,’
yourself, so that they know that
you’re queer and this doesn’t
come as a surprise to them.” He
elaborated that this could be as
simple as wearing a rainbow design, placing a symbol in a dating
profile or attaching a button to
your backpack.
When it comes to navigating
sexual encounters if both parties
are drunk, Miller said that it can
be very complicated. “One thing
to be very clear on is that alcohol
makes consent much more difficult,” he said. An incapacitated
person, who may be vomiting,
falling in and out of consciousness or slurring their speech,
cannot give consent. Given that
many sexual encounters do happen when alcohol is involved,

though, Marshall highlighted
that each person must take steps
to ensure that the other party is
enthusiastic about what is going on. He said, “If you’re the
one pushing things along, taking things to the next level, you
know, kicking things up a notch,
it is your responsibility, no matter how drunk you are, to make
sure that your partner is consenting.”
As the founder and leader of
Kenyon’s Sex Wellness Club, Jesse Leener ’23 aims to help her
peers navigate the community’s ambiguous hook-up culture
through education and support
services like “Sex in the Dark.”
Her perspective on what hookups should look like for college
students shifted after reading Allison Moon’s Getting It: A Guide
to Hot, Healthy Hookups and
Shame-Free Sex. The guidebook
emphasizes that young people
deserve to lead healthy sex lives
— not just in serious relationships, but in casual sex interactions, too.
At Kenyon, students may
be lacking in this department.
Leener said, “There’s a lot of toxic hookup culture where people
think that they know what they
want, enter a situation and don’t
have their clear boundaries established or expressed because
they don’t know what their own
boundaries are.” The club’s ultimate goal is therefore to help the
Kenyon community gain tangi-

ble communication skills in various intimate situations.
In regard to tackling the issue
of sexual harrasment and assaults
on campus, Leener believes education is a crucial step. “In my
opinion, the best way to combat
sexual violence is to educate people on what healthy sexual relationships look like, not only in
committed, monogamous, longterm relationships, but also in
casual one-night stands or hookups,” she said.
All in all, Leener was proud
of the way the event turned out.
“What’s really exciting about
these programs is that they remind people that they’re curious
and get the conversation going,
which is what we need,” she said.
Ultimately, the experts said
that good sex has a lot to do with
communication. Fram emphasized that humans have been
having sex all throughout history, so there is no shame in exploring new things. “Literally in
the year 2022, nobody is inventing anything sexual. If you have
imagined it, other people have
imagined it,” Fram said.
If students are eager to learn
more about sex or missed the “Sex
in the Dark” event, they can come
to Rosse Hall on Nov. 10 at 7:30
p.m. for an event with the same
experts, “I <3 Female Orgasm.”
Students will receive a free Lion’s
Den goodie bag if they preregister
for the event.

East Knox band is thriving after student-run fundraiser
CECILIA OSHINS
FEATURES EDITOR

A student’s philanthropic project
drastically changed East Knox Local
School District’s music programs for
students grades 5-12 a few years ago,
and today, the Office of Community
Partnerships (OCP) hopes to expand
it.
Five years ago, Wyatt Ernst ’18,
with the support of Beta Theta Pi
(Beta), organized a donation of 20
musical instruments to the district to
help them to grow their underfunded
music program. Musical instruments,
particularly brass instruments which
are fundamental to jazz music and
marching bands, are typically very
expensive to own and maintain. This
made the band accessible to students
who would otherwise be unable to
afford to rent or buy an instrument.
Today, music education at East Knox
is thriving — students can borrow instruments to play and practice with if
they need to, with financial accommodations. Students love the opportunity to be a part of the band; now
that it has grown due to the donation, it has become a central part of
the community, playing at pep rallies,
ceremonies and other school events.
The instruments were worth $3,800

COURTESY OF JANCURA
in total, $1,000 of which came from a
fundraiser that the Betas ran. The rest
came from about 20 donors that Ernst
knew from his work at Preservation
Hall in New Orleans. Preservation
Hall is a music venue associated with
a band and a non-profit organization
that visits schools with underfunded
arts programs and teaches kids to play
instruments. This is what inspired
Ernst to help strengthen music educa-

tion for kids in East Knox. “I decided
to take essentially what the Preservation Hall does, and I wanted to bring
[that] to Knox County. I reached out
to East Knox, to their principal, and
then to their music teacher, and asked,
‘What do you guys need for the music
program? How can I be of service?’”
Ernst told the Collegian in 2017.
Sarah Jancura, the band director
for East Knox Junior High, discussed

the changes in the music program in
an email interview with OCP, a group
of Kenyon staff and students who
work to foster positive relationships
with Knox County and support the local community. “With the additional
instruments that low income students
can use, we have been able to allow
more students to participate and find
their love of music. For grades 5-12
this year, we have almost 100 students
in the band program!” she wrote.
One student was particularly impacted by the music program. Miale
Hurlow, a junior at East Knox, plans
to study music education and eventually become a music teacher after she
graduates because of her love of the
band and its commitment to the community. “Music motivates me, and it
brought forth love and a family that I
get to spend the rest of my high school
career with,” she told OCP.
OCP hopes to expand this fundraising effort so that music programs
in the area can provide students with
the resources to pursue their talents.
It’s clear that music can be a deeply
fundamental part of a student’s education: “Music has the ability to tie
all the other subjects taught in our
schools together while simultaneously teaching students how to work together for the same outcome,” Jancura
said.
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A spooky weekend on the Hill: Students show off costumes

Sarah Tomasi ’23 and Sophie Wise ’23 as Walter
and Jesse from Breaking Bad | COURTESY OF
SARAH TOMASI

Ethan Shapiro ’23 as Harry Potter, Saad Nadeem ’23 as a Campus Safety officer and Evan Dean ’23 as Stu from the “Hangover”
| COURTESY OF SAAD NADEEM

Claire Haynes ’23, Sydney Fallon ’23, Theresa
Carr ’23 and Abby Navin ’23 all as Mark Cohen
from the musical Rent | COURTESY OF
THERESA CARR

Dorothy Yaqub ’26 as Corduroy the
Bear | COURTESY OF DOROTHY
YAQUB

Sabine Manske ’25 as Sue Sylvester from Glee
and Sally Smith ’23 as Violet from “Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory” | COURTESY OF
SALLY SMITH

Will Bryant ’25 and Niamh Cahill ’25 as a
pool boy and cougar wife. | COURTESY
OF NIAMH CAHILL

Jordan Schisler ’25 and Loch McRae
’25 as Charlotte and Bob from “Lost in
Translation” | COURTESY OF JORDAN
SCHISLER
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KCP's Rocky Horror was a success despite rowdy audience

Speidel (top center) starred as Dr. Frankenfurter. | COURTESY OF PRINCE ADABLAH
ANNALIA FIORE
ARTS EDITOR

We’ve all been shivering with
anticipation for Kenyon College
Players’ (KCP) annual shadowcast
performance of the Rocky Horror
Picture Show. At long last it came
this Halloween weekend, met by
the usual throng of experienced
devotees and Rocky Horror virgins in their best costumes. Most
wore the classic fishnet tights and
repurposed lingerie, but there
were also attendees in Halloween costumes including a couple
dressed as Cruella de Vil and one
of the 101 dalmatians.
Last year, when no tickets were
distributed in advance, people
waited for hours in line only to
be turned away at the doors. This
year, KCP departed from their
usual method of admission by
releasing three rounds of tickets
over the course of the week preceding Rocky Horror, ensuring
those lucky enough to submit the
form in time entrance into the
show, while minimizing line wait
times for leftover tickets. Producer Stephanie Kaufman ’23 commented on the ticketing process
this year in an email interview
with the Collegian. “KCP tries so
hard to ensure that people who
want to see the show are able to.
We implemented a new ticketing system this year in the hopes
that everyone who waited in line
would be guaranteed to get in,”
she said.
After the crowd found seats
in Rosse Hall, Sam Neilson ’23
began the show by performing a
dance routine in front of the luscious pair of lips singing “Science

Fiction/Double Feature.” Neilson
darted through the theater, stopping here and there to wrap her
arms around an audience member, her expression moving and
emotive. Her dance routine was
complete with powerful leaps into
the air and graceful falls to the
ground.
The highlight of the performance was Nate Speidel ’25 as the
shadow cast for Dr. Frankenfurter. Speidel’s timing was almost
perfect, and his stage presence was
enrapturing, both to the fictional
audience in his mansion and to
the crowd in Rosse Hall. During
one scene — the musical number
“Sweet Transvestite” — Speidel as
Dr. Frankenfurter corners Brad
and Janet with a prowling gait in
an especially effective moment
of blocking. The lighting by Kate
Ceniza-Levine ’23 worked well to
complement his performance. In
the moments before Dr. Frankenfurter dies — just after “I’m Going
Home” — Ceniza-Levine spotlighted his figure, the effect dramatic and moving. The lighting
was also effective in the two scenes
during which Dr. Frankenfurter
visits Brad and Janet in their separate bedrooms. Both lighting and
set design served to capture the
essence of the scenes; sheets were
held up in front of bright lights in
order to show the dark silhouettes
of the actors behind.
Other notable moments in the
show included when Hallie Underwood ’24 and Will Newhart
’24 performed the musical number “Over at the Frankenstein
Place.” They cleverly blocked the
scene by walking up and down the
aisles of Rosse Hall as if they were

wandering around the grounds of
the mansion, braving the storm.
The original Janet held a newspaper over her head to keep her hair
dry during the scene, while Underwood held a recent copy of the
Collegian.
One of the most interesting
shadow casts was Penelope Birnbaum ’24, who played the criminologist. Birnbaum put her own
twist on the character, distancing herself from the original dry,
boorish characterization and
leaning into a more sexualized
adaptation. Sporting a relaxed tie
and a loose fitting suit, her shadow
casting was expressive and saucy.
But there’s another part of
Rocky Horror that is essential to
the experience — the audience
members themselves. It is traditional for audiences to make certain callouts at appropriate times
throughout the show. For example, when the respective names
Brad and Janet are mentioned,
it's traditional for the audience
to yell out “asshole” and “slut.”
While callouts are a crucial aspect
of the experience, it is important
that the callouts be done appropriately. This element of Saturday night's performance was less
successful. Audience members
screamed callouts at the wrong
times, and shrieking and moaning sounded during the best of
moments and songs. Rowdy reactions are understandable and
somewhat expected for a Rocky
Horror performance, but the audience engagement with the show
became at many times completely
raucous.
This is a tricky dynamic, because Rocky Horror always draws

out an excited spirit in the audience. And yet, too much rowdy
engagement, or at least, engagement at the wrong time, felt disrespectful and distracted from the
performance at hand. Considering the weeks of work KCP put
into this show, it’s unfortunate
that at times the audience was so
deafeningly loud it was difficult
to hear or follow the show. Stage
Manager Emerson Salome ’25
commented on this dynamic in
an email to the Collegian. “I have
mixed feelings about the culture
of callouts. I know it’s part of the
Rocky tradition across America,
but in other showings callouts
are specific and timed, and I feel
like the Kenyon callout tradition
skews more towards heckling. I
found myself concerned for the
feelings and even safety of our actors at times,” she said.
Another troubling moment
during the show was when the audience responded to the two sexual assault scenes. Dr. Frankenfurter coerces Brad and Janet into
sex, and these are two of the most
disturbing moments in the musical. While KCP rightly warned
of this, writing in their program
that the show “contains use of
slurs and depictions of sexual
violence,” most of the audience
reacted with cheers and whoops.
Salome referenced this issue in
her interview, saying, “The lack
of critical response to a gay sexual assault scene (it was met with
cheers) was very disappointing.”
Fortunately, there were a few audience members who did express
disapproval during the scene.
“This is not okay, guys,” one audience member said.

KCP faced other challenges
managing such an overwhelming (and intoxicated) crowd. The
steps of Rosse Hall were covered
with crushed beer cans, cigarette
stubs and other trash — a mess
that production managers spent
hours cleaning up after the performance. Kaufman commented
on this in her interview: “Many
people sneak drinks in and make
a mess in Rosse, which understandably can make it difficult for
KCP to get permission from the
Music Department to use their
space.” While it's perfectly normal and traditional for people to
attend Rocky Horror intoxicated,
the level of disregard some people
had for Rosse Hall and the work
that KCP put into the show was
unfortunate.
Considering how important
Rocky Horror is to Kenyon’s culture, it would be interesting if
KCP considered tweaking how
they admitted people. Though
the ticketing process was an effective way to manage the immense
turnout and the frustration that
many felt after last year's long wait
times, it is possible that longer
wait lines ensure that only people
truly committed to Rocky Horror
are admitted into the show.
Despite the rowdiness of the
audience, KCP’s Rocky Horror was
truly a tremendous success. It was
evident how much painstaking
work the directors, stage managers, producers and designers put
into the performance — from the
clever shadowcasting to the lighting and set design, Rocky Horror
was a transcendent, emotional
performance. Its return next year
will be eagerly awaited.
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Jonathan Richman performs for packed crowd at the Horn
LIAM VALLIANOS-HEALY
STAFF WRITER

On Oct. 25, singer-songwriter Jonathan Richman performed to a packed Horn Gallery filled
with a medley of characters from around the Kenyon community. Playing with drummer Tommy
Larkins, Richman performed a variety of songs
from his new EP, Cold Pizza & Other Hot Stuff, as
well as hit classics like “I Was Dancing in The Lesbian Bar.”
Richman filled the skies of Gambier with a
sound more akin to music on the Spanish coast
than the Ohio hinterlands, sharing a sound often
not heard in this part of the country. His quiet,
toned-down performance contrasted with the
punk genre that he has been credited with contributing to. Richman was a founding member of the
Modern Lovers, so his name carries some prestige
within social circles entertained by classic punk
bands such as The Velvet Underground, Joy Division and Death.
The show started out with flamenco renditions
of songs from Richman’s new EP, Cold Pizza &
Other Hot Stuff, and slowly transitioned to more
energetic and soulful performances boosted by
Larkins’ frenetic drum playing. Using his extensive linguistic knowledge, Richman effortlessly
switched from singing in English, to Italian, to
Spanish, to French, all the while embodying jovial
caricatures of those who speak the languages. Although the linguistic acrobatics were impressive,
crowd favorites “I Was Dancing in The Lesbian
Bar” and “Cold Pizza” were the high points of the
show. Richman and Larkins cultivated an amazing

musical conversation between their respective instruments, resulting in a mini-moshpit that made
the floor of the Horn tremble with the sound of Doc
Martens on wood.
While Richman’s music is difficult to classify, he
definitely brought a childish and playful energy to
the Horn, connecting with the audience by composing poetry off the cuff, making friendly faces
and floating around the stage to ensure all sections
of the audience were able to appreciate the music.
Intersplicing his songs with Phrygian guitar licks
and dramatic flamenco rhythm, his style of playing
fit well with the intimate vibe. It was evident that
Richman enjoys these spaces to share his music,
perching himself on a stool and crooning lyrics that
can seem nonsensical at first glance.
A performer with an eclectic style, Richman
elicited a wide range of reactions from concert attendees with his playful technique. Mia Snow ’24
said that she “couldn’t stop smiling; it was a show
filled with great vibes.” Anna Sanders ’24 said that
Richman “sounded like Derek Zoolander but in the
best way possible.” If making Kenyon students feel
like whimsical caricatures of themselves was his
goal, then Richman most definitely succeeded. His
style appealed to all, as even non-Kenyon-affiliated attendees joined in when he encouraged singalongs and call-and-response to his songs.
If there was anything that Richman could walk
away with from this show, it is the fact that he was
able to entertain a crowd of normally fickle Kenyon
students so much that they brought the energy of a
Friday night to the Horn, singing along to whimsical lyrics about pizza and demanding encore after
encore.

COURTESY OF THE HORN GALLERY

The Art Of Devotion exhibit features Byzantine iconography
MEIYA CARTER
ARTS ASSISTANT

Students in this semester’s special topic art history course, Museum Object
(ARHS 291), curated the exhibit The Art of Devotion,
located on the first f loor of
Chalmers Library in Bulmash
Exhibition Hall, with the
help of Assistant Professor of
Art History Brad Hostetler.
Hostetler is a Byzantine art
historian, and many of the designs used throughout the exhibit were based on artifacts
used by the Byzantine Empire.
A poster explains that the
exhibition “examines how religious items of diverse origins utilize a common visual
language to activate a shared
spirituality.” Many of the pieces “date from the sixth to the
20th century and come from
Christian Orthodoxies in Europe, the Middle East and Africa.” The artifacts used in the
exhibit were from the BlickHarris study collection, which
has around 1500 pieces ranging from antiquity to present
day. The students, according to Hostetler, started the
semester not knowing much
about the pieces but completed the project in seven weeks.

Ring With Holy Rider Iconography | MEIYA CARTER
In an interview with the Collegian, Hostetler said, “I am
proud of their teamwork and
their ability to work on a variety of things at one time.” The
20 students in the class were
divided into five groups, each
examining four objects for the
exhibit. “They had to work individually on their own object
then collectively in a group,”
Hostetler said. “Everything
we did we revised at least five
times.”
Each of the five different
groups had a specific task for
the exhibit. The first, called
the curatorial group, was responsible for bringing all of

the themes together. The second group, the digital committee, was responsible for providing digital representation of the
exhibit so that viewers could
visit a website version of the
exhibition. Following was the
accessibility committee; they
were responsible for ensuring
that there were audio descriptions on the website for those
who are visually impaired. The
fourth group was the promotion committee, which was responsible for designing posters to promote the exhibition
around campus. The last group
was the education committee,
and they were charged with de-

veloping a lesson plan for a
high school class. Their lesson plan will be implemented
in Kenyon’s Academic Program (KAP). The KAP allows
students at partnered local
high schools to earn Kenyon
credit in courses designed by
Kenyon.
One piece created by Abby
Foster ’23 featured a line
drawing based on the Ring
With Holy Rider Iconography. The ring bears a picture
of a man carrying a spear on
a horse and was made out of
cheap material during the
Byzantine time period. The
website notes that the ring
symbolizes strength and protection. Those who wore the
ring did so in order to protect
themselves against people
that meant to do them harm,
and it was believed to provide
the wearer with prosperity
and wealth. The ring was one
of the many artifacts in the
Blick collection that Foster
chose specifically to use as
inspiration for her drawing.
Many of the artifacts featured art inspired by Eastern
Orthodox iconography. The
pieces explore spirituality, allowing viewers to appreciate
the artistic elements of the
collections. Foster discussed
the line drawing she created

based on the ring in an email
to the Collegian, “I liked that
[the ring] was a small object, but one that would have
been deeply ingrained in the
life of the owner. In designing our cases for the exhibit,
each group was instructed
to find some additional images to place alongside our
objects. Overall, I really enjoyed the process of making
the exhibit. Learning about
the ring and making the line
drawings were definitely
highlights, but I also really
enjoyed collaborating with
my classmates and Professor
Hostetler.”
Hostetler explained how
the Department of Art History may be able to utilize
the material for other applications. “The art history
department has a lot of material to work with that we
want to make available to
other courses as well. It was
a privilege being able to work
with real things.” The exhibit
displayed the impressive detail each student put forth
in their illustrations. Those
who wish to learn more about
the exhibition and the different artifacts can visit the
student-created website at
https://sites.google.com/kenyon.edu/theartofdevotion/.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Where did
the (political)
parties go?

Sincerely,
Salvatore, Amelia and Reid
The staff editorial is written weekly by editors-in-chief
Amelia Carnell ’23 and Salvatore Macchione ’23 and executive director Reid Stautberg ’23. You can contact them at carnell1@kenyon.edu, macchione1@kenyon.edu, stautberg1@kenyon.edu, respectively.
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COLUMN:
Make parties whimsical again
DOROTHY YAQUB
COLUMNIST

With midterm elections rapidly approaching, you’ve
likely been bombarded by a multitude of catchy slogans.
Now, I don’t want to get political, but I’ve been inspired to
start my own movement. I think it’s time that we throw
a new initialism into the mix: MPWA, or Make Parties
Whimsical Again. What exactly does this movement entail? Allow me to explain.
I don’t need to describe Kenyon parties to you because
they’re all the same. If you’ve been to one; you’ve been to
them all. It’s the same monotonous routine every time. You
and your friends spend hours excitedly discussing the night
ahead, only to spend three hours jumping up and down
to mediocre music in a sweaty sea of your unenthusiastic
peers. If you’re “lucky,” you might experience the thrills
of romance, aka being pawed at by some guy you’ve never
seen before. (Does he even go here?) To top it all off, you
walk home in the freezing cold, praying to make it back to
your dorm without getting bitten by a rabid raccoon.
Well, I say no more! If I want to listen to bad music,
I’ll turn on my ex’s spotify playlist, and if I want an overthe-shirt mammogram, I’ll go to the health center, not the
NCAs. Parties should feel like parties. It’s time we bring
back the weird, the wacky, the eclectic. It’s time we start
treating your average Kenyon rager like the themed birthday party of a really weird elementary school student.
Luckily for you, my dear reader, I was a really weird elementary school student, so I’ll draw upon my own experiences to propose some excellent party themes. NCA residents, I implore you to steal an idea or two next time you’re
throwing. You can thank me later.
For my fifth birthday, the theme was “fairytale tea party.” Every guest was required to show up in costume (the
more fantastical, the better). Then, the colorful crowd of
princesses, dragons and garden gnomes sat around a beau-

tifully decorated table and enjoyed refreshing beverages
and delectable desserts. I might be biased, but I think that’d
be an excellent premise for a college party. Everyone can
dress up and eat treats, and because this is a wet campus,
students of legal drinking age can enjoy a little extra magic
in their fairytale tea.
Another of my excellent childhood parties (third grade)
was centered around hula hoop making. My mom purchased an obscene amount of flexible PVC pipe, which my
friends and I bent into vaguely circular shapes. We then
adorned our hoops with duct tape in a myriad of animal
print patterns (I opted for hot pink zebra stripes). It was the
kind of unique experience that I can still remember vividly
a decade later, when the only hoops I’m jumping through
are my midterms.
Finally, the pinnacle of my party career: my secondgrade knitting party. It’s exactly what it sounds like. Every
guest got a ball of yarn and a pair of needles and was turned
loose in the backroom of a Michael’s. Very little knitting
was actually accomplished, but everyone went home with a
smile and a potential new hobby.
Kenyon parties don’t necessarily need to feature these
exact sorts of activities, but I think a general turn towards
arts and crafts would make them more enjoyable and less
forgettable. Plus, you get a fun party favor! Students should
be able to come home with more souvenirs than just a bad
case of mono.
This is the guiding philosophy of the MPWA movement. Are you in?
Dorothy Yaqub ’26 is a columnist for the Collegian. She
has not declared a major and is from Santa Barbara. Calif.
She can be reached at yaqub1@kenyon.edu.

SARAH TOMASI

With Election Day around the corner, Kenyon students
may have noticed something unusual about this year’s midterm cycle: There are no visibly active party-affiliated political
organizations on campus. The Kenyon Democrats, Kenyon
Republicans and Kenyon Young Democratic Socialists of
America (KYDSA) have all been active on campus in recent
memory, but none have had any public presence this year.
Kenyon students are certainly still politically engaged,
and the Center for the Study of American Democracy
(CSAD) has filled the gap left by these organizations to some
extent, spreading information about registering to vote and
the candidates in the upcoming elections. Students may also
be politically active themselves, or through organizations
like Sunrise Kenyon, Planned Parenthood Generation Action, the Kenyon Student Worker Organizing Committee
and others. Issue-based groups like these are critical to the
political engagement of the student body, and CSAD does
important non-partisan work advocating for democracy. But
the lack of political party organizations has left a notable gap
on Kenyon’s campus.
Such a gap includes a distinct lack of political opportunities that were once commonplace on campus: town halls
with aspiring congressmen, debate watch parties, frequent
door-to-door canvassing and presidential campaign collaboration events. Alongside these opportunities were regular
meetings where students were able to converse with politically like-minded individuals, often yielding renewed engagement in local politics, new ideas for activism and tighter
community bonds.
Further, the groups often had official connections with
political campaigns, such as the Kenyon Democrats’ work
alongside the Elizabeth Warren campaign in 2019 or the
Kenyon Republicans’ relationship with the Mitt Romney
campaign in 2012. The remaining political activism that currently exists on campus simply has not managed to fill the
void left by these student-led, well-connected, party-affiliated
groups. Student groups also present the opportunity for political leadership — coordinating with politicians’ campaigns
and organizing events are certainly imperative experiences
for any student hoping to enter into a political career.
As such, we at the Collegian hope that these party-affiliated groups, including but not limited to Kenyon Democrats,
Kenyon Republicans and KYDSA, make a return to campus.
Their political events, prominent activism and regular meetings formed the cornerstone of Kenyon’s student-led political
discourse for years, and with the future of democracy ostensibly at stake in upcoming elections, we need them now more
than ever.
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Letter to the Editor
Milo Levine’s ’23 recent column in
the Collegian called for greater transparency in how Kenyon’s Board of Trustees
spends the College’s money. I suggest that
the opaque ways in which priorities are
defined and actions are taken at the College are rooted in the relative isolation of
the primary decision-makers, the Board of
Trustees. An unelected body, its members
answer to no one on campus, nor are they
required to share their vision for the school
and the rationales for their actions.
K-SWOC’s recently released “Brackett’s Path: Health and Safety Addendum”
highlights three major problems resulting from the trustees’ isolation. First, the
trustees are seemingly unaware of the significant difficulties members of the community face on a daily basis. Delaney Gallagher ’23, for example, in an email sent
to the entire community this semester,
recounted the ailments she suffered due to
mold in student housing. The problem she
described is serious, the outcomes severe,
and yet a recent article in the Collegian and
testimonials in the “Health and Safety Addendum” indicate that the situation has
yet to be adequately addressed. The Board
must know about the health risks detailed
in the “Health and Safety Addendum” with
“the recent KSWOC report as the data pre-

sented in that document come from officially sanctioned sources at the College. If
they are aware of the issues raised in the
“Health and Safety Addendum,” Ms. Gallagher’s email and other places, then, to
paraphrase Mr. Levine: Where is the money taken in by one of the most expensive
private colleges in the country going if not
to meet student needs?
Second, the Board’s isolation means
that they cannot benefit from the advice of
those most directly affected by these and
other challenges. President Decatur, in an
all-campus message last year, urged campus-wide respect for the different forms of
expertise that students, staff, faculty and
administrators bring to promoting Kenyon’s success. The Board’s isolation denies
its members access to these valuable perspectives. Consequently, the Board is illequipped to provide effective solutions. The
“Health and Safety Addendum,” by carefully identifying threats to student health
and safety on campus, opens the door to
such productive conversations among all
interested parties. In the absence of these
open discussions, students have few other options than to support each other in
finding solutions. The steward structure
that K-SWOC is forming, and which is described in an Oct. 27 Collegian op-ed, is a

step in that direction.
Third, the Board’s isolation means that
its priorities for Kenyon have to be inferred
from its visible actions. For example, the
appointment of Mr. Richard Lovering, recently retired from the law firm Bricker
and Eckler to a permanent position on Kenyon’s senior staff was an unprecedented
step made without a clear rationale. Associates from Bricker and Eckler regularly
represent the interests of Kenyon’s Board
in negotiations with the College’s unions,
for example. They have done so, however,
as outside counsels and never as members
of the administration. It appears that Mr.
Lovering’s appointment as a vice president
was driven by the Board’s desire to have
his skills ready to hand as they continue to
deny Kenyon’s student workers the right to
vote on whether they want to form a union.
The naming of Mr. Brian Selden, a lawyer with the firm Jones Day, to the Board
of Trustees seems to be motivated by the
same concerns. Associates with Jones Day
are representing the College before the National Labor Relations Board in the trustees’ efforts to deny all student workers in
the country their right to a union election.
The firm also has a well-earned reputation
for fighting unions in many fields.
The Board, therefore, acts quickly on
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issues its members think are important.
When it comes to denying Kenyon student
workers a democratic say in how they want
to be represented, the Board moved with
alacrity. The significant costs of those actions, paying Jones Day lawyers $950/hour
and Mr. Lovering’s salary at the vice-president level, seems to be no object. Meanwhile, students are still getting sick from
mold, many endure long waits for counseling, faculty and members of SASS are
struggling to accommodate students with
learning disabilities, the Mods flood and,
as was pointed out in a recent Collegian
article, Middle Path remains a danger for
much of the year.
Mr. Levine urges, in his column, a community-wide dialogue on how Kenyon’s
money is spent. That seems to be a step in
the right direction. I very much hope that
the Board will take the opportunities provided by K-SWOC’s reports, Mr. Levine’s
column and numerous articles in the Collegian to initiate that conversation. Failure
to do so leaves open the question of what
the trustees think their mission really is
and what the College they serve stands for.
Sincerely,
Ed Schortman
Professor Emeritus of Anthropology
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Poor Richard’s reference
Fake Twitter followers
Kind of roast
What psychotherapy can 		
treat, in brief
Sky line
Kauai neighbor
Once-ler’s output from 		
Truffula trees
Two thumbs up
Homewrecker
Capital of France
Flames that went out?
Eight, for a start
Under cover?
Mother of Mars
Cultural medium
Award winning filmmaker
DuVernay
“___ death do us part”
2022, por ejemplo

Did you finish this crossword?
Email a photo of your completed crossword to
crossword@kenyoncollegian.com.
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Owls close out season with
victory in overtime thriller
AAKASH GUNTURU
STAFF WRITER

On Saturday, the Kenyon field hockey
team traveled to Kentucky to face the Centre College Colonels. Despite being outshot
16-6, the Owls defeated the Colonels 3-2
with an overtime goal.
The first goal went to the Colonels late
in the first quarter; however, three minutes into the second, Lana Stone ’26 scored
for the Owls to tie up the score. The entire
game seemed to be a battle for control of
the ball, especially throughout the third
quarter as both teams battled for possession. Centre College scored again in the

fourth quarter, and within 30 seconds Bella
Kern ’23 evened the score with a goal for
Kenyon. Four minutes into OT, Hannah
Paprotna ’24, assisted by Kern, scored the
final goal to settle the score of 3-2 and a
victory for Kenyon.
After the non-conference win, Kenyon
finished fourth in the NCAC with a record
of 4-4, the same as Allegheny College’s.
The tie breaker went to the Gators for the
final playoff spot due to Allegheny’s 3-2
win against Kenyon on Oct. 18. The Owls
closed out the season with an overall record
of 10-7 (4-4 NCAC); this marks the eighth
consecutive season in which Kenyon’s win
percentage was over .500.

Volleyball drops final games,
preps for NCAC tournament
KATIE SPARVERO
SPORTS EDITOR

In its final games before the NCAC tournament, the Kenyon volleyball team dropped a
pair of non-conference matches on Saturday.
Ahead of their first-round bout with the College
of Wooster, the Owls’ record stands at 4-20 (2-5
NCAC).
Against Muskingum University, Kenyon was
unable to put together much momentum in the
first set. A 10-3 run put the Muskies in the driver
seat early, and they won 25-14. The Owls were
able to rebound in the second set. They jumped
out to a 12-6 lead, but Muskingum went on a
run of their own to take a 16-14 lead. The two
teams traded points for the rest of the set, but a
kill by Becca Gwynne ’26 sealed the Owls’ 25-23
victory. Unfortunately, Muskingum was able to
put together multiple big runs in the third and
fourth sets to take the match 3-1.
In their final match of the regular season,

Kenyon found themselves on the wrong side of
a 2-0 deficit against John Carroll University after dropping the first two sets 25-12 and 25-15.
Much like in the second set against Muskingum,
the Owls took a decisive early lead before fighting
off a comeback from the Blue Flashes and taking
a 25-22 win. In the decisive fourth set, John Carroll never trailed on their way to a 25-16 victory.
With the regular season behind them, the
Owls are looking forward to the NCAC tournament, which they will enter as the seventh seed
in a field of eight. They will play the sixth-seeded
College of Wooster, who defeated Kenyon 3-1 on
Oct. 19. According to Macy Reimbold ’23, who
led the team this season with 209 kills, the team’s
expectations are high. “Our expectations are that
we are going to win,” she wrote in an email to
the Collegian. “I think we have a great opportunity this weekend to show just how hard we have
worked and how much we want to win.” The
Owls will take on the Fighting Scots at 4 p.m. on
Saturday in Springfield, Ohio.

Men’s soccer routs Wittenberg
in last regular season game
MICAH ARENSTEIN
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon men’s soccer team finished
their regular season undefeated, securing the
NCAC regular-season title by beating Wittenberg University 7-1 on Senior Day.
The Owls, uncharacteristically, were a bit
sleepy at the first whistle, and Wittenberg almost opened the scoring when a curling shot
bounced off the inner post less than five minutes into the game. Kenyon soon took control
of the game in the 33rd minute when Sam
Carson ’23 jump-started the Owls offense.
Carson slotted the ball into the bottom
corner of the net after a cheeky backheeled
pass from Sebastian Gaese ’23, who had two
assists on the day. Two minutes later, Carson
got his second goal of the contest. After a pass
from midfielder Scott Upton ’23, Carson took
two touches and put the ball in the back of
the net again. The Owls kept the pressure on
Wittenberg, scoring their third goal in six
minutes. Luke Muther ’23 connected with

Gaese in the six-yard box to force a reaction
save from the Wittenberg goalie. The rebound
found Gerardo Martinez ’25, who put the ball
into the open net for the third Kenyon goal.
Isaac Cortez ’26 made it 4-0 when he struck
the ball into the top left corner, but the Tigers
pulled one back off a corner in the 43rd minute, making the halftime score 4-1.
The Owls continued to pile on the goals in
the second half. Alem Duratovic ’25 scored
his 12th goal of the season when he juked his
defender out in the box and smashed his shot
across the face of goal, past the Tigers’ keeper.
Just one minute later, Jacob Lazarus ’25 drew
a penalty in the box and promptly scored it to
increase the Owls’ advantage to 6-1. Finally, in
the last minute of the game, Upton raced past
the tired Wittenberg defenders and rounded
the keeper to score his ninth goal of the season.
Everyone on the team got playing time as
Kenyon outshot Wittenberg 30-9, with 17 of
their shots on target. The Owls finished the
season with a record of 15-0-1 (6-0-1 NCAC).
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Women’s soccer earns
No. 1 seed with shutout
MICAH ARENSTEIN
STAFF WRITER

With a 2-0 win against Wittenberg University in the annual Senior Day game, the Kenyon
women’s soccer team won the
NCAC regular season title for
the first time since 2017. Sadie
Gould ’24 scored two goals on
the day, while the stout Kenyon
defense kept its fourth clean
sheet in as many games and saw
Wittenberg out with minimal
fuss.
The Owls started on the front
foot, like many times throughout the season, and only needed
two minutes to open the scoring. Maggie Williard ’23 passed
the ball into the feet of Gould in
the middle of the field. Gould
shrugged off her defender and,
from 25 yards out, lifted the
ball over the Wittenberg keeper and into the top left corner.
After Kenyon’s early onslaught,
the Tigers controlled much of
the possession for the first half,
taking five shots and putting
the Owls under heavy pressure.
Nonetheless, Kenyon stood
strong and keeper Leah Anderson ’23 made two saves to keep
the score at half 1-0.
During halftime, the team’s
seniors took part in a touching f lower ceremony with their
parents and loved ones to honor
their commitment to the team,
but the job was not done yet.
In the second half, it was the
Kenyon offense that put Wittenberg’s defense under fire for
much of the game. The defensive

midfield duo of Kayla Arone ’26
and Morgan Baker ’25 skillfully
controlled possession. On the
scarce occasions Wittenberg got
forward, the Kenyon back line,
specifically Claudia Abram ’25,
proved too strong for the Tigers’
attack. Abram has played the
most minutes out of any player
on the women’s soccer team this
season, including goalkeepers.
In the 64th minute, Gould
struck again, this time from a
header. After tackling the Tigers’ striker in midfield, Abram
laid the ball to Baker, who in
turn passed to Hailey Moss ’25.
Moss curled a cross into the
box, and Gould, who positioned
herself perfectly, snuck in front
of her defender and nodded the
ball into the bottom right corner. The noticeably tired Tigers
could do little more for the rest
of the half and only mustered
two shots, both of which Anderson saved.
In an email to the Collegian,
Gould praised her teammates
for the team’s performance. “I
would chalk up the result to
a complete team effort that
helped us win the game. We had
a really solid performance by all
our seniors on Senior Day, who
helped us dominate the game,”
she said. Gould also made sure
to shout out Williard for her goahead assist.
As time ran out, the Kenyon
bench emptied and the celebrations began. The Owls clinched
the number one seed in the
four-team NCAC playoffs, finishing the year with a 7-5-4 record.

NCAC Soccer Tournament Update
CALEB NEWMAN
SPORTS EDITOR

The NCAC No. 1 women’s soccer team lost 1-0 to
the NCAC No. 4 Denison University on Wednesday on
Mavec Field. Kenyon was outshot 19-4, with nine of
the Big Red’s shots on goal, while the Owls had none.
Leah Anderson ’23 made eight saves in the match, but
the Big Red scored in the 72nd minute, ending Kenyon’s postseason run.
Kenyon’s NCAC No. 1 men’s soccer team (No. 3 in
Division III) defeated NCAC No. 4 Wabash College
4-0 on Tuesday to advance to the championship on
Saturday. They will face No. 2 Ohio Wesleyan University (OWU) on Mavec Field. The time will be announced later this week. The Owls and the Battling
Bishops faced each other Oct. 4 in Delaware, Ohio.
The score was 0-0.
Read next week’s Collegian for complete NCAC
tournament coverage of men’s soccer.
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Minahan, Harnsberger place 2nd at NCAC Championship

Harnsberger, left, and Minahan, right | COURTESY OF LEVI REX/
SIDEARM SPORTS
HANNAH DOURGARIAN
NEWS EDITOR

The Kenyon cross country teams
both competed in the NCAC Championship on Saturday and each finished fourth, with the men totaling
111 points and the women tallying 104.
The men ran an 8k event and the women ran a 6k.
Keegan Minahan ’24 led the Owls

to success with a second place finish
and a time of 26:28.2. He raced neck
and neck with DePauw’s Jacob Kissling
who beat him by only 0.2 seconds. His
stellar performance earned him a spot
on the All-NCAC First Team, which
includes the top seven runners in the
conference. “Going into the race, I
think I was ranked fourth or fifth, and
then I just knew I could get a top three
finish, and that was the goal,” Mina-

han said.
The team’s fourth-place finish was
their best at this event since 2008
and was an improvement from their
eighth-place finish last year. Oberlin
College ultimately won the men’s event
with 44 points. Joshua Breard ’26, who
finished second for the Owls in 27:38.6
(17th place), noted the significance of
this feat considering the steep competition and challenging terrain the runners faced. “The championship race
was definitely a test of fortitude and
determination,” he said. “We just really wanted to make a name for ourselves
and really just show competitors that
Kenyon can be dangerous.”
The womens’ team also put forward
an impressive performance this past
weekend at its championship meet.
Wittenberg University took home first
place with 39 points.
Anna Harnsberger ’23, who placed
second out of 73 runners with a time
of 23:48.0, led the women’s team to
their fourth-place finish while also
earning a spot on the All-NCAC First
Team. She was followed by Alice Riley
’23, who placed ninth with a time of
24:16.4 and earned a spot on the AllNCAC Second Team. Like Breard, she
noted the difficulty of the course and

the rewarding experience of reaching
success despite the obstacles. “Wooster
has a hard course, but we were able to
conquer the hills and many of us had
races that we were proud of. For me,
my goal was to have a fun, celebratory
race and I was able to accomplish that,”
she wrote in an email to the Collegian.
As the season comes to a close,
Harnsberger hopes to place in the top
16 at the NCAA Great Lakes Regional,
held Nov. 12 in Holland, Mich. in order
to run at the NCAA Championships on
Nov. 19. Besides that, she looks forward
to spending time with her teammates
and making the most of the remaining
opportunities for them to compete together. “Most of us go into track right
after cross country, but cross country
is just like a completely different kind
of feeling,” she said. “We all just are
like one big family and just really support each other.”
Breard also noted that the NCAA
Great Lakes Regional,, will act as an
opportunity for the Owls to continue
to demonstrate their talent. “Making
a name for ourselves and showing the
whole conference that we can do really well is very important,” he said.
“They’ll be looking out for us for the
next three years.”

Kim has historic day in offensive spectacle despite defeat
KATIE SPARVERO
SPORTS EDITOR

In its final home game of
the season, the Kenyon football team was unable to win on
Senior Day, falling 58-35 to the
NCAC-leading DePauw University Tigers. With two games
remaining in the 2022 season,
the Owls’ record stands at 3-5
(2-4 NCAC).
Before the game on Saturday, Kenyon celebrated the
18 seniors on the roster. For
Finn Murray ’23, the chance
to play at home one final time
was important. “Senior Day
was emotional for every senior,” he wrote in an email to
the Collegian. “It marked the
last time any of us would play
on McBride Field in front of
our family and friends.” Even
for the younger players, seeing
the seniors’ contributions recognized was impactful. “Every
one of those seniors means so
much to us and this program,”
Zach Kim ’25 wrote in an email
to the Collegian. “Those are
our brothers for life and guys
who we look up to as role models, so it was really important
to honor the seniors.”
After trading 3-and-outs
to start the game, the Tigers
drew first blood with a passing touchdown. On Kenyon’s
next drive, the offense was able
to reach the DePauw 7-yard
line, but an incompletion on
fourth-and-three gave the Tigers the ball. DePauw stretched
their lead to 14-0 with a rushing touchdown with just over

Kim made the D3football.com National Team of the Week for the second time. | COURTESY OF ISOO O’BRIEN
four minutes remaining in the
quarter, before tacking on another score with under eight
minutes remaining in the half.
Down 21-0, the Owls finally
began to find their footing, as
Ryan O’Leary ’23 found Kim
for a stunning 75-yard touchdown pass. On their next drive,
the pair connected to score
again, on both a 77-yard touchdown pass and the two-point
conversion, cutting the Tigers’
lead to 21-14. However, the Tigers roared back with another
touchdown and headed into
the break with a 14-point lead.
During
halftime,
Ken-

yon honored the 1972 football team, the only undefeated team in program history
(7-0-1), for its 50th anniversary. Unfortunately, the 2022
Owls were unable to replicate
that same success in the second half, as the Tigers scored
24 unanswered points to take
a 52-14 lead heading into the
fourth quarter. Though Kenyon scored 21 fourth-quarter
points, including Kim’s third
and fourth touchdowns of the
day, DePauw came out on top
58-35.
Despite the lopsided final
score, multiple players had

career days. In his final game
at McBride Field, O’Leary
threw for 466 yards, just two
yards short of Kenyon’s single
game record. Kim broke the
program record in receiving
yards, finishing the game with
280 yards. Though the record
is meaningful to Kim, who was
named to the D3football.com
National Team of the Week for
the second time this season, he
emphasized how much his success is due to the team around
him. “To be at the top of the record book in Kenyon’s storied
history is definitely a cool feat,
but if anything, it speaks vol-

umes to my teammates around
me who make my job easy,”
he said. “Any one of our guys
could be just as successful, so
I’m blessed to be a product of
those guys and our coaches.”
The Owls will next travel to
Crawfordsville, Ind. to face the
Wabash College Little Giants.
For Murray, putting together a
complete performance will be
paramount to finding success.
“We have plenty of talent but
we have yet to put together a
complete four-quarter game,”
he said. “We see it in f lashes,
but we are still working on
consistency.”

